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FOR ALL WHO ARE INTERESTED IN RAILWAYS 


Every now and then, even the most keen railfan suffers from a 
case of the blues. Watching trains rumble by, reading a book on 
one’s favourite loco or just even day dreaming about railways, 
loses its magic. We slip into a monotonous routine which can 
make our hobby seem a little boring. This, | am afraid to say, 
was the case with my good self. 

So you know what I did? I took a train ride. The train in ques- 
tion was the Vinelander. This night train eased the blues. Walk- 
ing through the train reminded me of films of train journeys 
Hollywood likes to portray. A group of people living and sleeping 
together for the duration of the journey. The atmosphere, the 
‘coziness’, the night rushing past the window, sleeping bodies, 
muffled conversations all this and more. The blues had disap- 
peared. 

When the train pulled into Spencer St early the next morning 
the station had the appearance of a great European or American 
terminal. Passengers sleeping on bench seats, luggage used as 
pillows or foot rests, other passengers with tired looks on their 
faces playing cards, yawning station staff busy going about their 
duties. Everything is quiet. An hour later the atmosphere had 
changed. The silent, almost tranquil, appearance of the waiting 
room was replaced by the hustle and bustle of passengers and 
visitors rushing frantically for trains. Loud speakers announcing 
arrivals and departures. The magic had returned. 

Next time you are overcome by a fit of the blues do something 
a little different. Take a long train journey or sit by the main line 
late at night and watch freight trains thunder past. All this adds a 
new dimension to our hobby, a re-awakening of the old magic. 
By the way, V/Line must be comlimented for the spotless condi- 
tion aboard the Vinelander and to the very efficient staff, well 
done. 
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Opposite above: Modified L1171 in company with L1156 
arrives at Bunyip with the 06 OO Melbourne Yard - War- 
ragul roadside goods on Sat.14.1.78. (John Dare) 


Opposite below: L1160, L1162 depart Moe on the 07 20 
Down pass. 17.10.77. (R Carlisle) 


APRIL 1985 


Newsrail 


Vol. 13 No. 4 April 1985 
FEATURE ARTICLES 
Requiem for a Rattler ...................0 ccs eee 100 


Alamein Line Trains 1984 ........... 0.00 cece eee eee 101 


Wonthaget WoeS: emccccasagaeracoeads seed eeesun es 108 
Country Passenger Services .................0000 005 110 
REGULAR FEATURES 

Geer NEWS: caccub oon p @oeeadsrae ee ies Soho eae 114 
ROMNSSIOCk: scoccesayeersea esas eax eeeatyeagaretanas 115 
Te AEL IG? icaptesatunsciend oR toeineunsnde Paces dha bah Geabaee yay seavendlnes 118 
Delays, Derailments, etc. ............. 00. e eee eee 122 
WOLKS .cccau cee caGhS tae EOGG Sa So Ree ES PORES RA TgRROS 124 
TAUGISC serswrgecinn cde er eas aHeeAdERekeNae ean ens 127 
PICTORIAL FEATURES 

Ly Glass ACHOW sonsedasdeaesetindeareeseedegsanyers 98 
Bushfire Aftermath ......0.c00c0.cc5e0 cee ceceeenes 106 
Spirit Of Ballatat .cccccecandeaeevarsaeaeeiawesaeees 112 
Special Trains! cosas seeessaeeeece6on4eeeeaenre tans 116 
David and Goliath, onsccwswaasreaaveripieencaeaaan ne 126 


EDITORS 


News Editor: Joe French, 84 Holts Lane, Bacchus Marsh, 
3340. 


Articles Editor: Richard Watts, 9/138, Centre Dandenong 
Road, Cheltenham 3192. 


Layout/Production and Pictorial Editor: Frank Cross, 25 
Harwell Road, Ferntree Gully, 3156. 


Advertising: Michael de Josselin, 6 Roymar Court, Wonga 
Park 3115. 


Assistants: John Dare, Ross Gorman. 


Closing date for News, Articles and Photographs: 
1st of each month. 


We would like to thank all who have contributed to this 
issue and look forward to your support in the future. All 
articles, items and photos are acknowledged at the bottom. 


CLASSIFIED ADVERTISEMENTS (See page 127) 


How to Place your Advertisement: Using block letters 
include full name, address and phone number and send with 
cheque (no cash) payable to the ARHS to the Advertising 
Manager, Michael de Josselin, 6 Roymar Crt., Wonga Park, 
3115. Closing date of Advertisements is the 18th of each 
month. 


Charges: A minimum of $2.50 per entry per month. A max- 
imum of 5 words per line and a limit of 6 lines. If more than 6 
lines are required a surcharge of 30 cents per line applies. 


99 


Requiem for a Rattler 


Breaking the sad tidings to the Reverend Roger Cruss- 
ing of St Paul, Minnesota, will not be easy. 

During a stay in Australia a few years ago he was 
greatly intrigued by the two carriage Taits that operated 
the Alamein service at weekends and particularly by 
the one car Sunday workings. 

Every now and again he will express, in a letter, the 
hope that “‘the little red train is still running isn’t it?” 

Unfortunately my next epistle will contain the 
gloomy news that the ‘reds’ no longer clatter up and 
down the tree-lined branch from Camberwell and, 
indeed, no longer rattle about anywhere on the system 
following their withdrawal in December because of 
union bans resulting from asbestos being found in 
their brake blocks. 

Rail buffs had been warned, through the pages of 
Newsrail, to get those photos while the older trains 
were still about or they would be left lamenting and, 
unfortunately, when I decided in December to prepare 
an article and photos on the rather unique Ashburton - 
Alamein early and late Sunday workings, the bird had 
flown. 

Before their withdrawal, a four car Tait set would 
make up one of the last through services to Alamein 
from Flinders Street on the tail of the Friday night 
peak. 

The conglomerate would comprise two motors and 
two driving trailers, one of the motors being equipped 
with driving controls at both ends. 

The set would be broken up at Ashburton to provide 
the Friday night and Saturday services along the 
branch. 

Came Sunday dawn, and a respectable ‘‘sleep-in”’ 
until 07 30 or so, the two car set with the dual control 
unit at the ‘up’ end would leave the pleasant tree- 
shaded Ashburton siding, swing onto the main and 
pull into the platform for what would probably rate as 
the shortest scheduled and least patronised run on the 
suburban system. 

Departing at 07 37 the two coach train would rumble 
away under the only iron and brick bridge of the ill- 
fated Outer Circle railway still to hear the clatter of 
trains beneath it and head south through a cutting. 


Like the bridge, the cutting had a long time between 
trains, some 53 years, following the closure of the 
Waverley Road - Ashburton section of the Oakleigh to 
Fairfield railway, known as the Outer Circle, in 1895. 


The section from Ashburton to the new station of 
Alamein was re-opened in 1948 to serve the newly 
developed housing areas. 

Following a 07 39 arrival at Alamein, in recent years, 
the first Sunday train would indulge in a spot of shunt- 
ing. 

The two car set would move on past the platform to 
the buffers where the leading driving trailer would be 
uncoupled and left to contemplate the scenery for 
some 16 hours or so. 

The driving window of the jettisoned coach provided 
a view of the roadbed of the Outer Circle route heading 
south along an embankment and curving toward a cut- 
ting; a roadbed in such good condition that it would 
seem possible to lay tracks and have trains running 
down it again in an inkling. 

Indeed there is some local interest in a scheme to at 
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least re-open the line as far as Ryburne Avenue where 
a Station could be built. 

After uncoupling, the double ended motor coach 
would move back to the platform and the driving 
trailer secured with a hinged block across the line. 

The motor coach would then make a 07 59 depar- 
ture on the first of 24 round trips for the day to Cam- 
berwell. 

Single coach operation was re-introduced in 1968 as 
a Sunday cost saving measure with tickets being sold 
on the train by the guard and stations, with the excep- 
tion of Ashburton, (for safeworking purposes as the 
double line becomes single to Alamein), being 
unstaffed. 

Riding the Sunday rattler was an interesting and 
entertaining experience. 

Standing on the platform of Willison or Hartwell, 
the aspiring passenger would see the train appear in the 
distance, looking for all the world like a standard six or 
seven car Tait set. 

First time Sunday riders would blink a little and dou- 
ble take as the single car slid in beside the platform. 

After boarding, the new passengers, bracing them- 
selves against the sway of the train, would work their 
way up to the little window/hatch at the end of the 
coach where the guard sold tickets from his compart- 
ment. 

Such was the general noise of the ride that verbal 
communication through the window was usually at a 
shouting level and monetary transactions in dead trou- 
ble if a five dollar or larger denomination note was 
proffered. 

Several passengers boarding at Riversdale on an 
“Up” run could present processing problems on the 
short trip around to Camberwell, a not uncommon 
situation on a Sunday when a major sporting event was 
being held at the Melbourne Cricket Ground. 

Such problems are not new to guards on the line as, 
even in the early days of the Outer Circle, ticket selling 
from their compartments was standard practice to pare 
costs. 

At the end of the day’s running, the midnight arrival 
at Alamein would hitch on the driving trailer from the 
“stub” for a scheduled 00 20 am departure with ter- 
mination at Ashburton timed for 00 22. 

The two car train would complete its short run by 
shunting onto the siding, coupling with the other two 
car set, ready to run the 04 58 to Alamein on Monday. 

The Sunday service, since December, has been run 
by a three car Comeng set and motorists waiting for it 
to cross the Riversdale Road and Prospect Hill Road 
level crossings look on with disinterest, a very different 
story to the smiles that would greet the Sunday single 
red rattler. 

But somehow I don’t think air conditioned Com- 
engs, pleasant and all as they are for commuters, will 
quite have the appeal of those single coach reds for my 
American cleric friend and other enthusiasts. 


Do you find you have nothing to do on 
Tuesday nights? 

Why not visit the ARHS Archives on the Down 

platform at Windsor from 8.00 pm. See you 

there! 
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Alamein Line Taits 1984 


Note: This article was written using personal notes and 
photos by the author and some information may not be 
100% accurate. I would appreciate any further sightings/ 
notes by other railfans. 

The Alamein line was a unique line in 1984. It was 
one of the only lines to have all types of suburban 
trains running regularly on it. During 1984 
1+2+3+4+5+6+7 car Taits ran at one stage, but by 
the end of November, the Taits were withdrawn and 
three-car Comeng’s ran in lieu. 

To start the article a run down of the normal practice 
of running Tait trains on the Alamein branch will 
follow. To run the evening services on weekdays a M- 
D-M-D combination would leave Flinders St at 18 49 
and run to Alamein where on arrival it would run for 
the rest of the night the shuttle service from Alamein 
to Camberwell. However this operation stopped in 
January 1984. 

On Friday nights the M-D-M-D would leave at the 
same time and run the shuttle that night, the set was 
then stabled at Ashburton after the last service. On 
Saturdays the set would be split up as M-D M-D, each 
running the shuttle to Camberwell, except for the 
three ‘through’ runners on Saturday morning and just 
after lunch. The two M-D’s were stabled in Camber- 
well yard at this time, and went back to running when 
the ‘through’ trains cleared. The two M-D’s would 
continue running until approx 14 00 when one of the 
M-D’s would run empty cars from Camberwell to 
_ Ashburton (the only ‘express’ on the line) where it 
- would stable in the yard. The other M-D would con- 
tinue running until the last train. 


GAVIN McLAUGHLAN 


On Sundays, one of the M-D set was split so that the 
single car Tait (either 470M or 471M in 1984) could 
run the shuttle. The ‘D’ car was left at Alamein (see 
Newsrail, October 1984, p. 290). On some Sundays the 
M-D ran all day e.g. when the cricket was on. The 
single car Tait was fitted with a booking window to buy 
tickets on the train as only Camberwell and Ashburton 
was open on Sundays. 

Now a run down of carriage sets and unusual work- 
ings of the Alamein Taits. The year started off with 
257D-495M and 202D-470M doing the honours, 
470M being the single car Tait. The start of a ‘soon to 
be’ usual practice started on Tues.21.2.84, when 
470M-202D-495M-257D ran a Down Alamein 
through Glenferrie at 08 00 to return to the City on the 
08 25 Up Alamein. 257D-495M and 202D-470M then 
continued to run the normal weekend service™ until 
Tues.20.3.84 when the four-car Tait ran the most 
crowded Alamein evening peak service, the 17 21 ex 
Flinders St. This was the start of things to come as V/ 
Line saw fit to use this train whenever possible, and 
the four-car Tait ran the 1721 Down on Wed.21.3 
also. 

202D-470M and 257D-495M kept running the usual 
service and on Sun.25.3 470M ran being kept company 
by T386-T403 which were idling away in Camberwell 
yard in the afternoon. 

A change of consist occurred on Tues.3.4 when 
202D-470M-265D-471M ran the 08 02 Up Alamein. 
Both 470M and 471M are single car Taits, this was the 
only time both ran on the same train in 1984. That 
weekend Sat.7.4 and Sun.8.4 three-car Silvers ran in 


471M pauses at Hartwell on the Down, Sun.29.7.84. (G McLaughlan) 
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lieu of the Taits. The reason for this change was (I 
believe) because 257D-495M derailed in Camberwell 
yard. 

On Tues.10.4 202D-470M and 257D-495M were 
both in Jolimont Workshops with 471M-265D in the 
Alamein stabling siding in Jolimont yard. On Sat.14.4 
471M-265D ran the shuttle in the afternoon. 

On my way to work on Mon.16.4, I saw 471M-265D 
in Camberwell yard at the goods shed, but it was back 
at Jolimont yard in the evening. Tues.17.4 saw 257D 
separated from 495M at Jolimont workshops. 
Thurs.19.4 saw a change of consist that was to be the 
mainstay of the line until the end, when 265D-471M- 
202D-483M sat in the Alamein siding at Jolimont yard. 
265D-471M and 202D-483M ran the weekend and 
Easter Monday and Tuesday services with 471M run- 
ning on Sunday. 

On Tues.1.5 a unique Tait ran the 07 35 Up Ala- 
mein, a seven-car Tait. On Sat.5.5, 265D-471M and 
202D-483M ran, and on Thurs.10.5 the four-car Tait, 
471M-265D-483M-202D ran the 07 35 Up Alamein. 
The next day the same consist ran the 08 02 Up Ala- 
mein (the most famous for Taits during weekdays 
1984). From now on the weekend services will be Taits 
as usual, except on unusual occasions. 

On Mon.14.5 the four-car Tait (471M-265D -483M- 
202D) was noted in Jolimont yard ready to run the 
17 21 Down Alamein. On Tues.15.5 was one of those 
lucky days we railfans sometimes get. I was at Burwood 
with camera and tripod to capture the four-car on the 
17 21 Down, which I did. I decided to wait for the 
return working, the 1758 Up. With tripod set at the 
end of the Up platform, I waited for the four-car Tait, 
only to find that the 17 38 Down had stopped at the 
home signal, it was a seven-car Tait! I quickly turned 


around to get a time exposure of it. I thought ‘much 
success’, it will probably be the last seven-car Tait on 
the Alamein line. Not so. The next day Wed.16.5 I was 
at Riversdale waiting for the four-car Tait which was 
running the 08 02 Up, when the booms went down for 
the 07 38 Down Alamein and a seven-car Tait ran into 
Riversdale, to return on the 08 13 Up service! If this 
was not enough, I caught the 08 25 Up to get to work 
and this train was checked at Flinders St to wait for the 
08 54 Down Alamein to pass and, you guessed it, it 
was the seven-car Tait again! 

Up until Tues.12.6, the four-car Tait ran the follow- 
ing trains on the following dates: 
1738 Down Alamein — 22.5 
1702 Down Alamein — 29.5, 4.6, 5.6 
18 29 Down Alamein — 25.5, 30.5, 31.5 
08 02 Up Alamein — 28.5, 29.5, 31.5, 1.6, 4.6 
5.6, 6.6, 7.6, 8.6. 


Date unknown; the four-car Tait ran a Down Ring- 
wood one evening peak. 

After this spell of running peak services, many of 
which I caught (or had to miss) from work I can say 
that the four-cars were inadequate to cope with peak- 
hour crowds, with the 17 02 and 17 38 services leaving 
packed to the roof with many passengers having to wait 
for the next train. The 08 02 Up, was likewise always 
full up, usually by the time it left Camberwell. 

Tues.12.6.84 saw the four-car Tait in Jolimont yard, 
but the rest of the week I was away (at Stawell) so I 
don’t know what ran that week. On Wed.20.6, 257D 
reappeared at Jolimont workshops. Sat.23.6.84 saw a 
three-car silver and Comeng running instead of the 
Taits. Tues.26.6.84 a four-car Tait re-appeared in Joli- 
mont yard. 


1459M-435T1470M-265D-1483M-202D round the curve out of Riversdale on the Up after running the 18 29 ex 
Flinders St, Tues.30.10.84. 
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470M-1459M-265D leaves Hartwell on the Up, 


On Wed.27.6 the four-car tait ran the 08 02 Up Ala- 


| mein and the 0845 Down Blackburn. At Jolimont 


workshops was 257D and 470M, but by the evening 
257D had gone (thankfully 257D is now at the 
Steamrail siding at Newport). Up until Thurs.16.8.84 
the four-car Tait ran the following. 


07 35 Up Alamein — 6.7, 26.7 


08 02 Up Alamein — 28.6, 12.7, 16.7, 18.7, 27.7, 2.8, 
7.8, 8.8, 9.8, 16.8. 


Also during this time, 470M was stabled behind ‘E’ 
box at the stabling sidings (for Hurstbridge on Sun- 
days?). During August, track works started on the Ala- 
mein line and buses ran the evening services. On 
Mon.6.8 the four-car Tait was in Alamein platform 
shut down for the night. 

On Fri.17.8 a six-car Tait (including 92G) ran the 
08 04 Down Alamein and return. Also on this day the 
four-car Tait ran the 08 02 Up again. On Mon.20.8 of 
note was a six-car Tait to Frankston seen at Jolimont 
yard at 07 45. On Tues.21.8, 1459M-92G-M were at 
Jolimont workshops, and the four-car Tait was missing 
in the morning, but 202D-483M were in the Alamein 
siding in Jolimont yard in the evening. 

Of note during August was a letter in the local paper 
from the Train Travellers Association, complaining 
that a four-car train (Tait) was used on the 08 02 U 
Alamein one day when the previous train (07 51 Up 
was cancelled, thus the train was inadequate to cope 
with the crowds. In response to this letter was an 
apology from V/Line which stated that this ‘fluke’ 
happening should not have occurred, and that the train 
running depot should not have allowed this train to 
run, especially during the peak! And yet to this day the 
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Sat.6.10.84. (Both photos Gavin McLaughlan) 


07 35 Up had been run by the four-car Tait on three 
occasions and the 08 02 Up on 24 occasions! V/Line 
stated that extra carriages would be provided in the 
future, and they didn’t lie either, for on Thurs.23.8 the 
0730 Down Glen Waverley ran with 483M-202D- 
1471M-265D-92G-1459M. Note 471M is now 1471M. 
The adding of the two extra cars meant that this train 
was versitile as it could run peak services and the Ala- 
mein shuttle, at a time when V/Line needed all the 
trains they could get, as the slow replacement of the 
Taits from Sandringham, St Kilda and Port Melbourne 
lines meant a bigger drain on the steel trains. 92G- 
1459M actually came from a ‘Sandy’ set. On Fri.24.8 
the six-car Tait ran the 07 30 Down Glen Waverley 
and return. 

On the weekend of Sat.25.8 and Sun.26.8, 1471M- 
265D and 483M-202D ran, with 1471M running on 
Sunday. 92G-1459M remained in Jolimont yard. 
Mon.27.8 saw the 17 21 Down Alamein being run by 
the six-car Tait. 

Tues.28.8 was Tait Day 1984 but to the author, who 
had only two photos left in the K1000, it turned out to 
be a headache. Early Tuesday morning my friend from 
Gardiner station quickly phoned to say a six-car Tait 
just went to Glen Waverley. I thought he meant ‘the 
six-car’ Tait (M-D-M-D-G-M) and I headed off to 
work planning to get a photo at Burnley, but nearing 
Burnley the 07 30 Down Glen Waverley went by with 
M-D-M-D-G-M. I got off at Burnley and got my pic- 
ture of the 0725 Up Glen Waverley (Newsrail, 
December 1984) and then went back to the station 
waiting for a Glen Waverley train to take me to 
Heyington to get a picture of M-D-M-D-G-M on the 
08 13 Up Glen Waverley. While waiting at Burnley, the 


103 


08 04 Down Alamein arrived, it was a six-car Tait, the 
same one that had been to Glen Waverley. I only had 
one photo left so I sacrificed this train for the picture of 
the Up Glen Waverley at Heyington (Newsrail, 
December 1984). Leaving Heyington I had no film 
left. At Richmond I saw a Down Blackburn train at 
08 56, consist M-D-M-D-G-M, the six-car Tait again. 
Was this the last Tait to Blackburn? 

With the 07 30 Down Glen Waverley a sure bet for 
the six-car Alamein set I headed to the City on 
Wed.29.8 to catch the Tait to Glen Waverley. Sure 
enough it ran and the trip was recorded on both tape 
and film. The 08 02 Up Alamein was run by 483M- 
202D-1471M-265D-92G-1459M on 30.8, 7.9, 10,9, 
11.9, 12.9. 

a 07 30 Down Glen Waverley on 13.9, 18.9, 25.9, 
26.9. 

The 06 39 Down Glen Waverley on 6.9, 24.9. 

On Tues.18.9 opportunity was used to run M-D-M- 
D-G-M in the off-peak to Glen Waverley when a ban 
on loop services this day saw the six-car Tait running 
the 09 10 ex Flinders St and return. 

In fact the 07 30 Down Glen Waverley on Wed.26.9 
was the last run of 483M-202D-1471M-265D-92G- 
1459M. The train ‘disappeared’ until Fri.28.9 when 
92G and 1471M were seen at Jolimont workshops. The 
next day was Grand Final Day so a three-car Comeng 
ran. On Sun.30.9, I thought the Taits had gone, as a 
three-car Comeng ran and a sign at Burwood said that 
there would be no ticket selling facilities on the train 
and ° purchase tickets at Camberwell (very inconve- 
nient). 

The next day (Mon.1.10) saw 1471M still at Joli- 
mont workshops but 92G gone. That night the 5.21 pm 
Down Alamein was cancelled and on Tues.2.10 the 


1755 Down Alamein was cancelled. (Shortage of 
[Tait] trains?) That morning 202D-483M-265D- 
1459M were in the Alamein siding at Jolimont yard. 
1471M was still at Jolimont workshops. That evening 
202D-483M-265d-1459M were stabled next to 470M 
behind ‘E’ box. 

Thurs.4.10 saw the return of the (five-car) Tait. .. 
202D-483M-265D-1459M-470M ran the 0802 Up 
Alamein. On Fri.5.10, D-M-D-M-M ran the 08 02 Up 
Alamein again. Sat.6.10 saw a surprise, as running the 
shuttle was 202D-483M and 265D-1459M-470M! But 
alas the D-M-M only ran Saturday morning, with 
202D-483M running during the afternoon and even- 
ing. On Sun.7.10, 470M ran the shuttle, 202D-483M 
were stabled as usual at Ashburton and 265D was at 
Alamein. On the morning of Mon.8.10, 265D-470M- 
202D-483M were in the Alamein siding at Jolimont 
yard. Monday night saw 202D-483M-265D-1470M- 
435T-1459M running the 18 29 Down Alamein. Note: 
470M is now 1470M, and 92G has been replaced by 
435T — more on this carriage later. On Tues.9.10, M- 
D-M-D-T-M ran the 08 02 Up Alamein. From 15.10 
to Fri.19.10 only 265D-1470M were in Jolimont yard. 
On Friday night 265D-1470M were ready to run, but I 
don’t know if they ran on the weekend. 

The re-appearance of the Tait was on Mon.29.10 
when 202D-1483M-265D-1470M-435T-1459M ran 
the 18 29 Down Alamein. The reason for the disap- 
pearance of the set was clear now, 483M is now 1483M 
and all cars have had RPE (roof painted evelon). 

This set had a short burst of peak-hour runs; run- 
ning the 17.21 Down Alamein on 30.10, 31.10, 1.11 
and also the 18.29 Down Alamein on the same dates. 
On Sat.3.11, 1470M-265D and 1483M-202D ran, and 
on this day I took my final photos of the Alamein Taits. 


471M-265D-483M-202D leaves Camberwell on the 08 02 Up Alamein, Thurs.31.5.84. (Gavin McLaughlan) 
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The Down Alamein near Ashburton, Sun.2.9.84. (Graham Withers) 


On Mon.5.11 the six-car Tait ran a morning peak ser- 
vice to Glen Waverley and return. On Mon.12.11, 
435T-1459M were in Jolimont yard and 202D-1483M- 
265D-1470M were running to St Kilda, seen at 07 30 at 
Flinders St. On Thurs.15.11 and Fri.16.11, 1483M- 
202D-1459M-435T were in Jolimont yard. On 
Fri.16.11, 1471M and 265D-1470M were at Jolimont 
workshops. On Tues.27.11, 202D-1483M-265D- 
1470M-435T-1459M were ready in the evening with 
destination board on Alamein, did this train run? 

When I returned from Glenorchy on Fri.30.11 all 
Tait trains had stopped running, and as at time of writ- 
ing (1.1.85) 1459M-435T-1470M-265D-1483M-202D 
are in the Alamein siding at Jolimont yard, 1471M is 
behind ‘E’ box and the Sandringham Taits are stabled 
in Jolimont yards also. 

Now a look at the carriages which ran to Alamein in 
1984. As already stated 470M and 471M had booking 
windows and were bi-directional. Both were in good 
condition and 470M had recently been repainted. 
1471M was fixed of leaks during October 1984. 495M- 
257D were both in excellent condition, inside and out 
and had only been repainted recently before they were 
withdrawn. 265D was full of nostalgia, it had old 
fashioned buttoned seats, and even two old advertise- 
ments either side of the communication door, one was 
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for Peter’s ice-cream and the other for Mount Buffalo 
Chalet. 202D had the unique ‘latch’ system on the 
doors. 483M was in good condition inside and out. 
1459M was very spartan, all the fancy panel-work 
being replaced by sheet steel. Also all roof-racks were 
taken out and only half the lights worked. This car also 
leaked badly, a journey home in the 17 21 Down Ala- 
mein on 18.9.84 was most uncomfortable, as leaks 
dripped down the sides of the carriage. I later heard 
that the driver of this train wasn’t happy with the leaks 
also, being afraid of getting electrocuted, and when 
they reached Alamein complained to ‘control’ about 
the leaks and said, ‘‘we’re not gonna take it!’’. 92G was 
in excellent condition inside and out, and why it was 
taken out and scrapped I’ll never know. Its replace- 
ment, 435T, was in disgusting condition, dirty win- 
dows, rubbish strewn inside, slashed seats, and it 
looked like it hadn’t been cleaned for several months. 

When 1459M-435T-1470M-265D-1483M-202D 
were seen on 29.10 all with new shiney painted roofs I 
thought they still had a future, who would paint a train 
roof and then stop running them? Well, the Taits stop- 
ped on 30.11.84(?) and now M-T-M-D-M-D sit in 
Jolimont yard, rusting away, but the roofs still shine 
nicely, even if the carriages carry no more passengers. 
Goodbye Taits. 
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BUSHFIRE 


AFTERMATH 


Right: T403-341 blast up the grade into Talbot at 12 30 with 
another load of ballast for the badly burnt section between 
Talbot and Clunes, Sat.19.1.85. 


Opposite below: Another view of the wheat special shown 
here passing a bushfire blackened section near Talbot, 
Wed.23.1.85. (All photos Graham Withers) 


Below B68-S307-T406-T391 on No.9196 wheat extra passing 
through the fire scorched landscape between Maryborough 
and Talbot at 18 40 on Wed.23.1.85. 
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Wonthaggi Woes 


A grey January day while holidaying on Phillip Island 
provided an opportunity for an ‘‘L”’ plate driver and 
her father to forsake the sailing and sand for some 
driving practice. 

The nearby South Gippsland hills contain some 
quiet but interesting roads so we headed across in their 
direction. 

The self same hills also contain the rusting tracks of 
the Wonthaggi line so the morning’s perambulations 
suited both of us. 

But even my daughter’s tolerance of her rail buff 
father was strained a little as she was requested, not 
only to cope with the roundabout at the intersection of 
the Bass Highway and the road to San Remo, but to 
make a swift left hand dive into a lay-by half way 
around. 

The reason was, of course, that the lay-by provided a 
convenient parking spot for a short trek across to 
Anderson railway station, a familiar landmark to 
hundreds of thousands of holidaymakers in as much as 
it meant that the long journey was nearly over and that 
Phillip Island was just down the road or that holidays 
had finished and the haul home was beginning. The 
holidaymakers were inevitably viewing the station 
from cars. Anderson, the fifth station down the line 
from the South Gippsland junction at Nyora, was look- 
ing decidedly seedy. 

The buildings and yard are still intact although the 
only indication that the tracks are still down is when 
you trip over them in the long grass. 

The once picturesque little station office with its 
large front window is now used as an office by a 
government of shire authority but the railway 
atmosphere is retained with a couple of rates and dis- 
tances notices on the wall. 

The peeling pale green paint on the main building 
has afflicted the other structures along the platform 
and the goods shed opposite. 

A transhipment crane, maximum weight four tons, 
stands mute reminder to the days when goods traffic 
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through Anderson contributed to the largely coal based 
revenues of the Wonthaggi line. 

The home signal, minus its arm, still guards the 
““down”’ side of the station while a speed board warns 
of the curve that begins at the platform. 

Leaving Anderson to its slumbers, or perhaps death 
watch, we soon were traversing the foothill roads 
intending to view the remains of Woolamai, Almurta, 
Kernot and Woodleigh but my navigation became 
muddled in that pleasant countryside and we came 
across a rise to see the ocean across the hills, a sure 
indication that we would rejoin the main highway in 
the vicinity of Kilcunda. 

The section of the line between Dalyston and Kil- 
cunda was clear of the long grass and undergrowth 
across other parts. The trestle bridge along the ocean 
front still stands. 

Apart from being one of the most scenic stretches of 
railway in Australia as it skirts the pounding breakers 
of the Kilcunda surf beach, the crews of steam locomo- 
tives working the coal traffic on the line must have 
really looked forward, on blazing days, to the ocean 
breezes and the magnificent views of Bass Strait. 

The basic station buildings at Kilcunda have been 
steadily deteriorating and disappearing over the years 
and none stand today. Access roads to beachfront pro- 
perties have been built across the permanent way. 

A caution to my daughter about the sharp bend 
beneath the trestle carrying the railway over the high- 
way to the west of Kilcunda proved redundant as road 
regrading over the past year has led to the removal of 
the bridge, to the satisfaction of semi-trailer drivers 
and caravan haulers. 

On the other hand it has severed the line to the east 
from the main system, a pity in some ways as the sta- 
tion building, yard and goods shed at Wonthaggi were 
intact when last visited some twelve months or so ago. 

The brick station building is the home of the 
Wonthaggi Historical Society and houses an interesting 
museum dealing with the history of the area with par- 
ticular emphasis on its coalmining past. 
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The railways were inetricably linked with the 
coalfields and the single line winding through hills and 
along coastline on reaching Wonthaggi, multiplied into 
an industrial complex of sidings that bustled with 
activity through the first half of this century until the 
winning of South Gippsland black coal became 
uneconomic. 

The goods service lingered on, handling general 
traffic for some years after the last coal train departed. 


Above: RM34 crosses the Kilcunda trestle on the last 
day of service, 4.12.77. (Rodney Parry) 


Opposite: Anderson Station, 2.1.85. (Jim Foley) 
Below: RM10 at Wonthaggi, Sat.11.12.76. (Adrian Ball) 
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Photos and newspaper cuttings of the last coal train 
make up part of the interesting railway section of the 
station museum. 

My last memory of the Wonthaggi line as a working 
operation was in the mid seventies when I visited the 
terminal station on a sunny morning in time to see a 
Walker rail motor clatter around the bend and over the 
points into the platform having departed Nyora at 
10 17 on connecting with the Leongatha-bound railcar. 

Shortly after the 11 27 arrival at Wonthaggi, a T- 
class hauled a goods out of the siding road onto the 
main and headed off to the west. 

The tracks that saw this activity were covered in long 
grass on my last visit and the only rolling stock a couple 
of derelict goods wagons. 


Country Passenger Service 


NOVEMBER-DECEMBER 1984 


Timetable alterations occurred on at least three separ- 
ate dates in this period. Usually these were made at 
short notice, and occasionally timetable circulars, car- 
riage rosters and the Austres computer provided con- 
flicting information. Long-term planning for the coun- 
try passenger service appeared to have been aban- 
doned. In a number of cases the timetable alterations 
led to a worse service being provided. 

V/Line’s Early Retirement Program, aimed at 
reducing surplus staff, proved so successful that by 
November there was a staff shortage. Goods trains 
were being cancelled daily because there were no crews 
available. To ease the situation, some lightly- 
patronized passenger trains were cancelled from 19.11; 
many were replaced by buses and it is intended even- 
tually to reinstate these services with trains. 

On the Bendigo line the 1010 Kyneton and its 
return are cancelled, and the 09 50 Down and 11 00 
Up Bendigo make additional stops at Sunshine, Sunb- 
ury and Woodend without extending the running time. 
The evening Sunbury services are buses. The 07 00 Up 
Kyneton on Saturday is altered to run 20 minutes ear- 
lier so the crew can return on the 08 25 Down Bendigo. 

Most off-peak Bacchus Marsh services are cancelled. 
Buses run down services at 07 53, 09 55 (new time) 
and 1405 and return. All Ballarat trains now stop at 
Melton and Bacchus Marsh. In addition the 18 35 
Down peak service is also a bus (22 minutes slower 
than the railcar schedule), and the 06 30 Up on Satur- 
day morning is a bus. 

The 21 00 Up and Down Seymour services on Fri- 
day were cancelled. The Up service, which was prin- 
cipally a balancing movement, was not replaced; the 
Down service became a bus, taking 35 minutes longer 
than the train schedule. The handout sheet advertising 
this change described this as ‘“‘a slightly altered timeta- 
ble’. Following requests from Seymour booking 
office, where staff frequently had to turn away 
passengers on Friday night because the 17 20 Down 
Albury was fully booked, the 19 40 Down Albury now 
stops at Seymour. 

On the same date (19.11) V/Line took over the 
operation of the Warrnambool-Mount Gambier bus 
service, which was previously a V/Line service as far as 
Heywood only. All trips are now compulsory-booked, 
and all trips run via Koroit. 

From 2.12, V/Line introduced a completely new bus 
service from Albury to Adelaide, via Benalla, Sheppar- 
ton, Echuca, Swan Hill, Ouyen and Pinnaroo. This ser- 
vice departs Albury at 1945, connecting with the 
Riverina XPT from Sydney, and reaches Adelaide at 
0740. The return service from Adelaide at 19 30 
arrives at Albury at 08 25. This provides the fastest 
land service Sydney - Adelaide, and gives towns such 
as Wangaratta and Shepparton new services to both 
capitals. 

Rail services were reintroduced between Melbourne 
and Leongatha on 9.12. A three-car Harris set hauled 
by a P loco provides two trains each way Monday to 
Saturday and one on Sunday. Departures from 
Leongatha are at 06 40 and 15 50 Mon. to Fri., 06 55 
and 15 35 Sat. and 17 20 Sun. and from Spencer St at 
09 45 and 18 26 Mon. to Fri., 09 40 and 18 26 Sat. and 
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20 10 Sun. At Spencer St the evening arrival forms the 
Down service each day. These trains replace the 
Leongatha buses which ran to similar schedules; as the 
trains no longer stop at Tooradin station, Tooradin has 
its service to Melbourne reduced from three trips a day 
to one. The Friday, Saturday and Sunday night express 
Yarram buses are cancelled between Leongatha and 
Melbourne, as there is room in the trains for through 
passengers. Some Melbourne - Yarram journeys are 
now about 10 minutes slower, and involve a change at 
Leongatha. More serious is the cancellation of the Up 
Saturday morning Fish Creek bus. The Yarram bus 
now runs via Fish Creek, and makes all the local stops 
to Dandenong, giving an overall deceleration of 45 
minutes. Such a move is the exact opposite of the 
progress made in 1981 when accelerations of this scale 
were introduced. 

In conjunction with the Leongatha changes, the 
Inverloch bus service was varied. Basically, the buses 
run only as far as Lang Lang, where they connect with 
the trains. However a third service has been 
introduced. In the afternoon this leaves Lang Lang at 
17 35, connecting with the 1535 Down Fish Creek 
bus; it reaches Inverloch at 1840 and turns round 
straightaway to return to Lang Lang to form the con- 
nection off the 18 26 Leongatha train. This return ser- 
vice is advertised. In the morning the first bus from 
Inverloch at 0615 makes the connection with the 
train; the additional service is at 07 40 (which was the 
time of the former one morning service) running 
through to Dandenong to connect with a suburban 
train. Presumably this service is balanced by an empty 
bus Dandenong - Inverloch. 

Other alterations from 9.12 include the Down Alb- 
ury train shifting from 07 55 to 08 10 (see later) and 
the earlier running of the Saturday afternoon Up Shep- 
parton train. This now arrives Spencer St at 17 40 
(instead of 18 40) enabling the crew to return on the 
18 15 Cobram. The 1605 Up Seymour railcar which 
formerly ran on this path, and which used to convey 
crews for Down trains, has been cancelled, and the 
Shepparton train makes additional stops at Broadford, 
Kilmore East, Wallan and Craigieburn. As the train is 
now scheduled for an A, X or B, the schedule is faster, 
not slower, than before. The railcar balance is restored 
by running one, not two, railcars on the 18 35 Down 
Seymour. The bus north from Shepparton now has 
time to go only as far as Cobram on Saturdays. 

A new carriage roster accompanied the changes of 
9.12. Unlike previous rosters, where the number indi- 
cated how many N sets were in service, this roster is 
called H2, apparently because it is the second roster to 
include H sets. Apart from the inclusion of Leongatha 
services, the principal feature is the end of operation of 
wooden non-airconditioned cars to Geelong and Gip- 
psland. In the previous roster, four non-airconditioned 
sets continued to be operated, mainly because no new 
cars had been built to take the place of the four pro- 
posed but never-constructed Traralgon interurbans. To 
replace these sets some straining of resources has had 
to be done. One set remains non-airconditioned — the 
four South Australian steel cars. One set is made air- 
conditioned by bringing together AEa/c-BEa/c-BEa/c- 
BG. The two other sets are replaced by H sets, which 
run to Kyneton in place of N sets. The only wooden 
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non-airconditioned cars now rostered are in peak ser- 
vices to Sunbury (17 15) and Bacchus Marsh (16 20 
and 17 00). 

The roster uses 5 H sets. These are based overnight 
at Seymour, Leongatha and Kyneton (3). For the first 
time, all airconditioned railcars are assumed to be in 
service, and three out of four are rostered. Two start 


from Seymour, and one is at Crib Point. All Traralgon 
and Warragul trains are now run with N sets (except 
the 12 27 Traralgon Saturday which has for some time 
been run with the Gippslander set off the 10 00 arrival 
Bairnsdale). The two odd sets run the same trips each 
day and no longer swap over. They are as follows (Run 
17 — K cars; Run 18 — airconditioned E cars). 


RUN MONDAY TO FRIDAY SATURDAY SUNDAY 
17 S. Geel. 07 32 Geel. 08 40 at Geelong 
0800 S. Geel. 1040 1900 Geel. 
1100 Geel. 1330 (FE) 
1540  B. Marsh 17 50 
1810 S. Geel. 
18 0548 S. Geel. 0845 Geel. 08 40 1730 ~~ Geel. 2118 
1100 Geel. 1330 (FO) 
1713 S. Geel. 
Geel. 20 37 
2130 ~~ S. Geel. (FO) 


B71 on the Down 14 45 pass. approaches Geelong station as it rolls under the Church St overpass near the loco 


depot , 29.12.81. (R Carlisle) 


While N sets are in Gippsland and H sets are arriving 
from Kyneton in the morning peak, there is a shortage 
of long-distance sets around 08 00. For the time being, 
the Z set off the Vinelander arrival at 07 15 is used to 
form the Down Albury train, which explains the altera- 
tion to 08 10. Even so, this must be one of the tightest 
moves yet attempted since 1981. 

The least satisfactory move in the whole roster is the 
use of an H set on the 09 00 Down Shepparton and 
12 45 Up. The H cars were never intended to be run on 
Intercity trains and are not up to the standard of an N 
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set for such a journey. Use of the H set means that 
these trains cannot be rescheduled at 115 km/h if large 
engines become available again. There appear to be 
many ways that an N set could be provided for this ser- 
vice without upsetting the maintenance program. 

The major timetable changes originally planned for 
6.1.85 are now expected to occur in February or 
March, and once again STA can do nothing but wait 
for MTA to make up its mind. It is expected that the 
carriage roster will change greatly when the new 
timetable is introduced. 
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The Spirit of Ballarat, D3 639 and K153 get underway with the 
Vintage Train from Ballan on Sun.2.12.84. (Roger Gillard) 
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General News 


Another political party promise: The National Party is 
looking closely at electrifying the railway system bet- 
ween Melbourne and Bendigo. The NP Leader, Mr 
Ross-Edwards announced recently as part of an overall 
transport package aimed at improving Victoria’s rail- 
way system. He said the party would seek a profes- 
sional independent report using cost benefit analysis to 
establish the need for electric railways between 
Melbourne and Geelong, Melbourne and Ballarat and 
Melbourne and Bendigo. 

Under the National Party scheme, both passenger 
and freight trains along the Melbourne - Bendigo line 
would run under the electric system within three years. 
He said electricity in Victoria is much cheaper than the 
fuel used to power the current locomotive. Mr Ross- 
Edwards said the Latrobe Valley and metropolitan net- 
work had given encouraging results and he said he 
could not see any reason the same system could not 
work to great advantage in other country areas. (FS, 
BMcL) 


Rail deficit down 15.7%: Victoria’s railway operating 
deficit in 1983-84 was $298.5 million, a real reduction 
of 15.7 per cent on the previous year, the Minister for 
Transport, Mr Crabb, said recently. The figures came 
from the first annual reports of the Metropolitan Tran- 
sit Authority and the State Transport Authority. Mr 
Crabb said the figures showed that the Government 
was improving the condition of Victoria’s public 
transport. 

He said his aim was to recover 50 per cent of operat- 
ing costs for passenger services from fares, and to 
recover 100 per cent of freight operating costs. In 
1983-84, the MTA recovered 47 per cent of its costs 
from fares, and the STA recovered 42 per cent from 
fares and freight charges. 

Mr Crabb said 50 per cent cost recovery for 
passenger services was an accepted figure in many 
parts of the western world. ‘“The only system that runs 
at break-even, or indeed makes a profit, is Hong Kong, 
and that’s only because a whole lot of Chinamen live 
close together,”’ he said. 

The reports predicted that the deficit would fall 
another 6 per cent this financial year. Mr Crabb said he 
expected to reach his target of 50 per cent cost recovery 
in passenger services in about five years, but said that 
full recovery of freight operating costs would take 
much longer. (IBB) 


Fertilizer freight rates up: The Victorian Government 
has announced a 6% increase in fertilizer freight rates 
representing a $300,000 boost in V/Line revenue. V/ 
Line was seeking a 13% increase, which would have 
raised a further $360,000 in revenue. Government 
regulations restrict superphosphate transport beyond 
160 km from the manufacturing plant to rail transport. 
(WDSRS) 


Suburban timetable changes: A mew surburban 
timetable introduced on Mon.21.1, provided services 
to Westona, a new station beyond Altona. Although 
full signalling has not been completed, services were 
officially opened that day by the Minister using Com- 
eng set 45, which had recently been completed but not 
introduced to traffic. 

Set 45 is suitably noted, ‘45th super from the Met”’, 
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with No.45 emblazoned twice on the sides of each of 
the six cars in the set (between the doors). The set is 
made up of 477M, 1089T, 478M, 479M, 1090T, 480M 
and was seen next day working the 1716 Down 
Belgrave. The 2 x 3 car blocks have since been seen 
working together and with other blocks, on the 
Burnley and Clifton Hill lines. 

Another feature of the new timetable is additional 
trains on the Ringwood group in peak hours, including 
anew Belgrave run — 16 47 from Flinders St via Loop, 
16 58 Richmond, then express to Blackburn, all sta- 
tions to Ringwood, express to Ferntree Gully then all 
stations to Belgrave. How long is it since a passenger 
train ran express through Box Hill? 

Additional trains are also scheduled through the 
Northern Loop. (AR) 


STA chief allays rail fears: A railways chief has 
allayed fears that more than 1000 kilometres of light 
railway line will close in Victoria. He categorically 
denied that double the amount of line earmarked by 
the Canac Report would close. 

Mr Stan Beevor, freight services general manager of 
the State Transport Authority, was speaking at Nhill 
during a tour of inspection recently. Mr Beevor said it 
should be made clear that Canac in their 800-page 
report were dealing with only a small proportion of Vic- 
toria’s railways — well under 10 percent. (PJM) 


Change of name: Train travellers on the Reservoir and 
Heidelberg lines will soon notice a change when they 
pass through Jolimont railway station — it is to be re- 
named Jolimont MCG. New name plates have been 
made and all is in readiness for the switch. 

Jolimont station is unique within the Victorian 
system because it permits no advertising material to be 
displayed — an edict that was part of the original agree- 
ment with William Clarke who financed the station’s 
construction in the 1860’s when he owned Cliveden 
Mansions on the site of the Hilton Hotel. The purpose 
of the planned re-naming is to emphasise the link bet- 
ween the station and the MCG. (AC) 


PHOTOS WANTED 


To continue the high standard of your magazine, 
Newsrail requires good quality or newsworthy colour 
or black and white photographs. A limited number of 
colour slides, preferably vertical, are also required for 
our colour covers. If you have suitable photos and 
would like to see them in Newsrail send them to the 
Pictorial Editor now. 


If YOU are interested in Railways why 
not join the 


AUSTRALIAN RAILWAY HISTORICAL SOCIETY 
Victorian Division 
Write to the MEMBERSHIP OFFICER 
BOX 5177AA, GPO, MELBOURNE 3001 
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Rollingstock 


29BCPL: On Sat.9.2, 63RM hauled 29BCPL from 
Bacchus Marsh to Melton and return in order for 
members of AREA to be able to travel in the last 
“PL”? car in service. Withdrawal is due at any time. 
29BCPL at present provides the van on one of the 
wooden Bacchus Marsh sets. It was built in 1921 as 


_ 52BPL at Newport on second hand underframes. In 
_ 1955 it was fitted with automatic couplers. Bogies were 


replaced in 1957, electric lighting was installed in 1966 
and it was converted to 29BCPL in 1972. (HG) 


| Where have all the L’s gone?: On Mon.4.2, the 06 50 
_ Up Traralgon pass. had X31 leading, and the Down 
_ Gippslander B83. A78 was on an Up pass. noted at 


17 00 at Oakleigh on Fri.18.2, and at the same location 
on the Down morning pass. on the following Sunday. 
On the other hand, the Down Gippslander was headed 


| by L1160 and L1161 on Thurs.31.1. (KH) 


New four-wheeler: A new four-wheel vehicle for 
sleeper traffic has been issued to traffic ex a four-wheel 
G or GY. As modified the wagon has had the sides 
removed and replaced by vertical body height 
staunchions, an extra two staunchions on the end 
baulk-heads and wheel handbrake. The shunters steps, 
handrails, brakewheels, airbrake pipe and cock have all 
been painted white with the wagon livery being stan- 
dard VR Red. Wagon is coded GR and the first vehicle 


_ of this class noted by the correspondant was GRIG 


which had been consigned from Murchison to 
Wangaratta on Wed.30.1, loaded with sleepers account 
RF Benalla. (DMG) 


Tangerine CE: Can any reader verify whether or not 
37CE was also painted tangerine as amongst DMG’s 
records is a sighting of 37CE in tangerine livery on 
Thurs.23.2.1983. 33CE received its tangerine outfit at 
Ballarat Workshops in August 1982. (DMG) 


Crippled wagon at Cripple Road On Sun.3.2, Up stan- 
dard gauge goods hauled by GM24-44224 noted plac- 
ing defective wagon NLJY33923 in the Up end Cripple 
Road at Glenrowan loop at 09 00. (DMG) 


_ J550 is moved: A 62 tonne J class steam engine and its 


_ 29BCPL the last PL in service is seen 


20 tonne fuel tender was lifted from its resting place at 


here at Spencer St on the 17 00 to Bac- 
chus Marsh, 7.11.84. (Roderick Smith) 
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Apex Park in Mirboo North and transported to the 
Morwell South railway siding recently in its first step 
towards a new ‘life’. 

The 10-hour operation was completed by local crane 
company, which was hired by Melbourne railway 
enthusiasts, Steamrail Victoria Ltd, to transport the 
engine to Morwell so it could be towed to Melbourne 
for restoration. 

Three-45-tonne capacity cranes were used to lift the 
engine and its tender onto the low loader, before mak- 
ing the one and a half hour journey to Morwell, where 
the cranes were used once again to lift the engine off 
the truck and onto the tracks. (KC) 


G class locomotives: G513 was stabled in the dock 
platform at Portland on Sat.2.2. The G class locomo- 
tives haul quite substantial loads, the through wheat 
load for a single G class from Ararat to Portland being 
in excess of 2500 tonnes. (WDSRS) 


XPT visit: On Sun.17.2, an XPT set arrived at Spencer 
St station on platform 1. This set was doing demonstra- 
tion trips to Tullamarine loop. The times were 11 30, 
12 50, 14.00 and 15 30. The four trips were free and 
judging by the large crowds who came out to see this 
‘Super Train’, its popularity (and hence patronage), is 
assured. (JI) 


The great carriage auction: On Fri.15.2, Tait trains 
were seen dashing through the Western suburbs as 
they were moved from Jolimont to the site of the auc- 
tion in the grounds of Newport Workshops. There was 
no room for all of them — 84 were put under the ham- 
mer — and some were available for inspection at 
Spotswood. Others did not move from Jolimont and 
were sold under descriptions such as ‘‘average’’. At 
10 00 the first car was knocked down for $540. Prices 
then went up and the top price of over $3000 was paid. 
The auction price was for car bodies only. Bogies if 
required were $600 extra. Costs of cranes and road 
haulage were expected to be in the region of another 
$1000. According to the advertisement for the auction 
in the press, proceeds were to go to the Railway 


Museum. (HG) 
Ye 


Above: $300-930 working ARHS special ex Traralgon pauses 
under the SEC overbridge as loco 109 works a loaded coal 
train to Morwell, 8.12.84. (John Buckland) 


Below: 938 heads the Down ARE Colac tour approaching 
Geelong station, Sat.20.10.84. (Roger Gillard) 
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| Above: Special Army personnel train from Adelaide to 
Seymour is seen at Wondong, 2.10.77. 


Below: NSW SRA XPT on a demonstration run to Tullamarine 
Loop approaches the Maribyrnong River, 17.2.85. (R P Dunbar) 


Traffic 


ALBURY LI 
Traffic notes: 
Wed.2.1.85: 


Fri.4.1.85: 
Sat.5.1.85: 


Sat.12.1.85: 


Wed.16.1.85: 
Sat.19.1.85: 
Fri.25.1.85: 
Sat.26.1.85: 


Wed.30.1.85: 


Thurs.31.1.85: 
Fri.1.2.85: 


Mon.4.2.85: 
Sat.2.2.85: 
Wed.6.2.85: 


Thurs.7.2.85: 
Sat.9.2.85: 
Sun.10.2.85: 


Tues.12.2.85: 
Thurs. 14.2.85: 
Sat.16.2.85: 
Sun.17.2.85: 
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574— Wahgunyah - Wangaratta goods Y171- 
G2811-GY3388-643ZL = 3 vehicles 

8318— A60-D329-254ACZ-222BRS-267BZ- 
201BS 

8334— X39-D317-D319-255ACZ-3BRS- 
268BZ-209BS 

8305— A62-D310-202BS-264BZ-224BRS- 
252ACZ. Note D van immediately behind 
loco on Down journey. 

8305— X43-202BS-264BZ-227BRS-252ACZ- 
D340 

8325— A62-BS-BZ-BRS-251ACZ-D Arr 10 
early Seymour; 4 early Wangaratta 

8334— A62-D340-252ACZ-227BRS-264BZ- 
202BS 

8305— X43-207BS-264BZ-227BRS-252ACZ- 
D340-D330 

8334— X42-D328-251ACZ-224BRS-2BZ- 
210AS 

Leas X35-210AS-2BZ-224BRS-251ACZ- 
D32 

8325— X32-213BS-268BZ-3BRS-254ACZ- 
D319 arr Wangaratta 16 late 

8334— $306-X39-D319-254ACZ-3BRS- 
268BZ-213BS 

8334— A62-CD7-210AS-227BRS-3BZ-4BE 
L257-44225— on Down sg goods wait on 
mainline at Alumatta Loop 16 30-16 40. Dur- 
ing this time the Boom Barriers at Sisely Ave 
were actuated and traffic banked up for 
approx 2 mile along Sisely Ave as well as 
causing turning traffic to bank up along the 
Hume Highway for some distance. 

8334— A71-CD7-210AS-227BRS-3BZ-4BE 
Y170— on 570 goods Wangaratta - Benalla 
followed 8334 pass after pass cleared 
Glenrowan. Load 24=39 included van 
32VVBP immediately behind loco with 
6VVAP as trailing van. 

9312— goods ex Benalla rostered to be 
hauled by P class loco 

8305— X54-201BS-270BZ-222BRS-255ACZ- 
D329-D327 

44230— Down Mets through Wangaratta 
(Ovens River bridge) 17 05-17 10 due to 15 
kmh speed restriction account track repairs. 
8334— A73-D317-252ACZ-224BRS-2BZ- 
31BE 

8334— X39-D327-CD7-210AS-227BRS- 
3BZ-4BE 

8305— X35-201BS-270BZ-222BRS-255ACZ- 
D329-D341 

8326— B72-D-N set 

Up Rutherglen Red— 1404-T325-T323- 
31CE-30AE-47BEL-57BES-4CW-14CW 
42207— on Up sg containers noted at 
Glenrowan 17 00 

cn Up light engine arr Alumatta Loop 
574— Wahgunyah - Wangaratta goods Y170- 
5/VLCX-VOCX-14ZLP 7=14 vehicles 
8305— A71-202BS-267BZ-228BRS-7AZ- 
CD1-D316 

8341— Cobram 2nd series T class and N set. 
GM28-GM23,-13/NQJW-NVKF34221— 
14=28=41 Down Mets through Benalla at 


1445 cross L257 on Up sg goods at 
Glenrowan Loop 

9303— goods S308-T408 consist including 
GYs-VPCXs and 17=34 VOEXs and CP van 
cross Y168-VBBX35N-VLCX62K-52ZLP on 
574 goods at Wangaratta 12 25-12 40. 9303 | 
arr No.2. Road and detach 8=9 in No.4 Road 
9303 cross 8318 at Springhurst. L257 on 
Down Mets cross 8652 /CD at Alumatta | 
Loop 


Thurs.21.2.85: 


Fri.22.2.85: L257— on Down Mets cross 8652 /CD at 
Alumatta Loop 

Fri.22.2.85: T360— hauling 9324 Block Oil through 
Wangaratta at 16 40 

Sat.23.2.85: 8305— S$302-202BS-267BZ-228BRS- 


254ACZ-D335 
(DMG) 


EASTERN LINE & BRANCHES 


Possible timetable Local papers in the Warragul area | 
have carried items about the intention to close War- | 
ragul as an Operations Depot. There is also talk of | 
timetable modifications including cancelling the 06 00 

Up Warragul pass. on Saturdays, and the running of 

the Down pass. in the early morning — used largely as 

a parcels train, an hour earlier than at present. 

Investigations are apparently under way into these 

changes. (CR) 


Delays: Following the derailment of a goods train near 
Malvern on Tues.5.2.85, it was noted during the even- 
ing peak, that Up trains were started by flag from 
Malvern, and the signal box was manned. A section of 
rail was replaced under the Glenferrie Rd bridge on the 
Up fast track. By 19 00 the track gang had occupation 
of the Down slow line too. An Up Gippsland pass. was 
hauled by X43 about this time. [See Delays, Derail- 
ment, etc.] (KH) 


WARRNAMBOOL LINE & BRANCHES 

Warrnambool train sightings: 

Wed.2.1: 8236 — B80 

Thurs.3.1: 8236 — B72 

Sat.5.1: 8236 — X37 

Sun.6.1: 8280 — S311, X39, Nl, N2 

Mon.7.1: 8236 — B67 

Tues.8.1: 8236 — X41 

Wed.9.1: 8236 — B65 — Y114 Down goods 

Sat.12.1: 8236 — X33 

Mon.14.1: 8236 — B80 

Tues.15.1: 8236 — X36 

Wed.16.1: 8236 — B80 

Fri.18.1: 8236 — X37 

Sat.19.1: 8236 — B74 — Y130 Down goods 

Sun.20.1: 8280 — B64, X37, N8, N18 

Tues.22.1: 8236 — B65 — Y130 Dennington goods 

Wed.23.1: 8236 — B74 — Y130 Dennington goods 

Thurs.24.1: 8236 — X31 

Fri.25.1: 8236 — X40 

Sat.26.1: 8236 X39, B74 Largest loading 
observed. V/Line pass. van, N1, CD3, unidentified 
4-car N Set. 

Sun.27.1 8280 — X41, B83, CD3, 4-car N Set. 

Mon.28.1: 8236 — B68, N10 
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Tues.29.1: 8236 — X43, X33 — Y130 Down goods 
Wed.30.1: 8236 — B84 


| Thurs.31.1: 8236 — B72 — Y114 Down goods. (AJ) 


_ Other observations: The unique Warrnambool consist 
| seems to have disappeared, not having been observed 


since late December 1984. It has now been replaced by 
CD3 and 4-car N set. 

V/Line has incurred the wrath of the residents and 
CFA on the disused railway line between Koroit and 
Hamilton. Apparently V/Line are removing the rails 
with oxy-acetylene burners and have started a number 
of spot fires. Two of which, but for the quick action of 
residents and CFA in the Woolsthorpe area, could very 
well have had a catastrophic effect. (AJ) 


Y class on passenger: On Mon.25.2, (No.8236) 06 40 
Up Warrnambool passenger was run by Y131 from 


_ Warrnambool to Colac because the regular engine B61 


was found to be defective before departure. As can be 
seen from the table below, the Y class lost time in each 


_ section with the load of five cars for 269 tonne (CD, 
_ AS, BRS, BS, BS.) 


Timetable Actual 
6.52 


depart Warrnambool 06 40 . 

depart Terang 07 12 07 41 

depart Camperdown 07 27 08 04 

arrive Colac 07 56 08 45 
(IRW) 


SERVICETON LINE & BRANCHES 


Depot visits: (All at Ararat) 

Sun.30.12: $303, 306, T324, 326, 335, 350, 355, 367, 
377, 378, 402, 412, W263, Y119, 155, 156, 59. 
Sun.6.1: BL32, $303, 306, T350, ie 369, 402, 412, 

W263, Y119, 154, 157, 159, X51 
Sun. 13.1: C506, $300, 1323, 342, 347, 355, 367, 373, 
W263, X47, 140, 154, 155, 157, 159. 


~ Sun.20.1: C508, G514, $300, 303, 306, T323, 342, 


A77-X41 power through Heathcote Junction towards Sey- 
mour on Sun.7.10.84, with the Down Albury - Cobram pass. 


(Terry Dexter) 


Te smut ig } 
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351, 355, 372, 401, 412, W263, Y119, 154, 155, 
159, 160, 938. 

Sun.27.1: BL35, G511, $303, 309, T350, 351, 359, 
ae = 392, W263, Y140, 155, 159, 160, 937. 
PJM 


Multi units: (All at Stawell) 

lee G512, 938, 930 — Down Jet, 28=71, 

Fri.28.12: T410, T401, 
29=58, 08 05 

Sun.30.12: B67, X47, S309 — Up pass., 5, 17 20 

Mon.31.12, T405, T412, T324, T355 — Up grain, 
34=68, 19 45 

1359, T373, T410 — Down Grain, 30=33, 21 25 

aaa $305, T378 — Down grain, 34=68, 

2 
1373, T358, T402 — Up Grain, 53=54, 18 45 
ar ale C505, C507 (dead) — Up grain, 27=53, 


T7342, T347 — Up grain, 


Mon.7.1: S306, X51, 938 — Down goods, 38=66, 
09 25 


T407, T369, T342, T412 — Down grain, 42=43 20 45 

Tues.8.1: 930, 932, X54 — Up Jet, 25=69, 13 40 

Thurs.10.1: T367, T373, T350 — Up goods, 25=61, 
19 30 

Tues.15.1: T401, T359, T350 — Up goods, 20=40, 
21 35 


Wed.16.1: X54, S306, T401, T323 — Down goods, 
35=60, 1115 

G514, S306, T407 — Up grain, 34=68, 19 10 

Mon.21.1: 932, 930, 938 — Down Jet, 18=36, 20 40 

Sat.26.1: 930, 935, 934 Up Jet, 44=111, 13 00 (PJM) 


Grain movements: Movements virtually ceased on 
Wed.16.1, as there is no where to transport the crop. 
Portland’s facilities are full and no more movements 
can be made until ships arrive. The pattern of traffic 
had settled into between 5 and 8 bogie block trains per 
day (34=68). Loco power tended to be G and T for 
two to three of these, with S and S for the rest. The use 
of four Ts became rare. There was normally one train 
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The 17 55 Dimboola with the familiar double S class waits to leave Spencer St on 7.11.84. 


(Roderick Smith) 


of GHs in addition — usually about 40+ wagons 
hauled by two Ts. (PJM) 


Alternative track for Jet: On Fri.25.1, because of a 
blockage on the main western line, Down Jet No.9103 
was re-routed from Ballarat through Maryborough, 
Woomelang, Ouyen and Pinnaroo. It passed through 
Woomelang at 13 08 headed by S307 (blue and gold) 
and B68 (tangerine and silver). The load was equal to 
73, the limit for this part of the Mallee. For the journey 
from Ouyen to Pinnaroo, speed was limited to 35 mph. 
I wonder if this was being used as a test run for the 
future. With upgrading of the track it could well 
become the second line to the west. (SCO) 


Other happenings: (At Stawell) Traffic was severely 
curtailed on Tues.15.1, due to fires at Melton and 
Geelong. An Up Jet at 0900 hauled by BL35, C509 
was the last interstate train until 930, 932 hauled a 


similar Up Jet at 16 30. Down Jets ceased until C507 
ran through at 18 40 followed by C508 at 1955. A 
further Down Jet was hauled by 934, 935 at 20 35. On 
the morning of 15.1, 2 x VMPY were attached to the 
Up Dimboola. This train ran as S311, D, N19, 2 x 
VMPY. The car wagons came from the previous 
night’s Overland. 

Major disruptions were a problem on 24.1 and 25.1, 
due to a serious derailment at Bordertown in South 
Australia. Once again interstate traffic ceased for about 
24 hours. The first Down Jets noted on 25.1 were 
hauled by X49, S305 at 17 45 and G513 at 19 40. Up 
trains commenced some hours later. (PJM) 


‘C’ on pass: (Stawell). C502 ran the Up Dimboola 
pass. on Fri.18.1, using car set N18 with two ‘D’ vans 
at 08 15. This was the first use of a ‘C’ on this train 
noted by this observer. (PJM) 


B68 at Bank Box on the 8 55 Ballarat pass. 20.6.84. (J Hedges) 
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Vinelander observations: 


Date Loco Motorail Sleeping cars Sitting cars Vans 
9.2.85 A85 VMAY11,2 No.2, SJ284 202BS, 264BZ, 228BRS, 7AZ1C D2, D342 
11.2.85 A73 VMAY20G, 17P $8286, SJ282, No.13 211BS, 267BZ, 225BRS, 251 ACZ D326 
12.2.85 X43 VMAY11, 2 No.11, SJ284 31BE, 2BZ, 224BRS, 252ACZ D317, 327 
13.2.85 X39 VMAY20G, 17P $J282, No.13 201BS, 270BZ, 220BRS, 255ACZ D322, 311 
14.2.85 A85 VMAY11,2 No.11,SJ284 31BE, 2BZ, 224BRS, 252ACZ D317, 309 

| -15.2.85 A73 VMAY 205, 17P SJ282, No.13 209BS, 268BZ, 3BRS, 251ACZ D326, 321 
16.2.85 A60 VMAY11,2 SJ286, No.11 201BS, 270BZ, 222BRS, 255ACZ D311, 331 
18.2.85 A73 VMAY20G, 17P $Z287, SJ282, No.13 209BS, 2BZ, 3BRS, 251ACZ D326 

 -19.2.85 X36 VMAY11, 2 No.1, SS286 208BS, 269BZ, 229BRS CD7, D343, 

333 

20.2.85 A73 VMAY20G, 17P $J282, No.13 202BS, 267BZ, 228BRS, 254ACZ D335, 323 
21.2.85 A60 VMAY11,2 No.11, No.2 4BE, 3BZ, 224BRS, 252ACZ D317, 316 
22.2.85 X43 VMAY20G, 17PP, 9C $J282, No.13 201BS, 270BZ, 222BRS, 255ACZ D304, 305 
23.2.85 A60 VMAY11,2 No.11, No.1, No.2 209BS, 2BZ, 3BRS, 251ACZ D326, 308 
25.2.85 X35 VMAY20G, 17P SZ287, SJ282, No.13 204BS, 3BZ, 224BRS* D317 
26.2.85 No arrival account conductor’s strike. (No departure 25.2.85. Bus service provided). 


Notes: 1. 19.2.85 No First class accommodation 
2. 26.2.85 Van 32VVBY used on up service in lieu of ACZ. 


*ACZ removed at Clunes account hotbox. (BMcL) 
A day by the line at Stawell: (10.1.85.) The following may be of interest to those interested in traffic patterns. 
Loco(s) Type of train Load Times Remarks 
T342 Down ballast 12=24 07 20-08 20 Cross 
G514, T401 Up grain 27=50 07 50-09 10 Cross and shunt 
A60 Up pass. 5 08 15 N10, 2 x D vans 
X48, 937 Up Jet 31=90 09 05-09 50 
932, 930 Down Jet 29=77 1017 
938, T350 Down goods 31=49 10 35 
|—~«B84 Down pass. 4 11 35 N16 
S306, S303 Down grain 38=80 12 10 4 rail transporters included 
in consist. 
G511, T359 Up grain 34=68 1255 
$305, C505 Up Jet 46=124 14 20 
B84 Up pass. 4 1515 
/ C508 Down Jet 20=51 16 20-16 30 Cross 
T342 Up ballast 12=24 16 20 Cross 
| T401, T402 Down grain 16=32 16 55-17 45 Shunt silo, depart 11=22 
C507 Up goods 31=57 
| G513, T347 Up grain 29=58 17 40-18 00 Shunt silo, depart 34=68 
1367, T373, T350 Up grain 52=61 19 30 Mainly GHs 
T369, T359 Down grain $3=55 20 10 
/ A60 Down pass. 3 21 20 N5, 2x D vans 
T402, T401 Up grain 6=12 21 50-21 55 Cross 
C502 Down Jet 17=34 21 55 Cross, steel 
BL32 Down Jet 19=51 23 05 
| G512, T342 Down grain 34=68 23 35 
| X32, S304 Down pass. 18 00 25 Overland 
Note: All trains to nearest 5 minutes. (PJM) 


A.R.H.S. 
RAILWAY MUSEUM 


NOTHING TO DO 
ON TUESDAY NIGHTS? 


Open Sat. - Sun. and public holidays 2 - 5 pm 


Mid-week visits by arrangement: Tel. 596 3249 Why not visit the ARHS Archives on the Down 
platform at Windsor from 8.00 pm. See you 


there! 


Miniature Live Steam rides: 
4th Sunday of month — Feb. - Nov. 


CHAMPION ROAD, NORTH WILLIAMSTOWN 
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Delays, Derailments, etc. 


Eastern line delays: Tues.5.2 turned out to be a very 
bad day on the line. First, in the early morning, a goods 
train derailment at Malvern blocked all four lines caus- 
ing trains to be replaced by buses and then at about 
15 20, the 1510 Up Warragul pass. derailed while at full 
speed on the Up line, on the approach to Drouin. It is 
believed that the rails may have been buckled by heat 
or simply have spread under L1163 while the train was 
on a high embankment. The three cars of set N1 
remained upright but skewed across the single line 
embankment at angles to one another. The cars 
remained upright on their wheels. The loco ripped out 
the overhead wires, and track was bent as if made of 
plastic. At some places, the two lines were more than 
three metres apart. The loco somersaulted down the 
embankment on the up side and finished on its side, 
with its roof facing away from the line, and with the 
end which had been heading towards Drouin, facing 
back towards Warragul. One bogie was completely 
detached. Luckily, the train had originated at Warragul 
and had only five passengers plus the four crew. The 
ae aa received only minor injuries, miraculously. 
CR 


More delays on the Eastern line: On Tues.12.2, V/ 
Line had their next problem on the line when a dou- 
ble-headed briquette train caught fire between 
Trafalgar and Yarragon. It appears that the cause was 
binding brakes on the second loco (L1173), and that 
this caused sparks which started a fire above the lead- 
ing bogie on the loco. The crew in the leading loco 


apparently did not notice the problem until they were 
on the outskirts of Warragul. The train was stopped, 
and the Warragul Urban Fire Brigade was called to 
extinguish the fire in the loco. Further reports were 
then received that the sparks thrown by the loco had 
started trackside grass and scrub fires from the Down 
side of Yarragon to just before Warragul. The line was 
closed to all traffic while 15 or more fire trucks were 
used to extinguish the 30 or more spot fires, and the 
numerous sleepers on the Up line. Both lines remained 


closed until about 15 30, and from then until about | 


18 30, single line working, using the Down line bet- | 


ween Warragul and Trafalgar was employed. (CR) 


Wangaratta derailment: At approximately 1700 on 
30.1, a bogie under an NQJW empty container flat 
jumped the standard gauge line between Rowan St and 


the Ovens River bridge at Wangaratta. Cause ascer- | 


tained, due to flat tyres. Wagon NQJW22069 careered 
off the Ovens River bridge and ended upside in the 


Ovens River and between the broad and standard | 
gauge bridges. Vehicles NQJW 22062, NQJW22039 


and van NVFF31761U were also derailed and the adja- 
cent broad gauge track was closed for a short time due 
to the track being buckled by a wayward NQJW. This 
also brought the signal wire to Up distant signal 74 
down, and this was not repaired for several days after 
the derailment. 

Both the Up and Down distants have subsequently 
been sleeved normal, and no train was allowed through 
Wangaratta due to speed restriction over bridge. 


Rerailing in progress after the Malvern derailment, 5.2.85. (R P Dunbar) 
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/ NQJW22062-22039 were lifted from their bogies and 
placed at ground level between the broad and standard 
/ gauge tracks, whilst the NVFF was lifted from its 
_ bogies and placed on blocks between the up side of the 
| standard gauge line and the railway boundary. The four 
_ bogies removed from the derailed vehicles and placed 
-near Templeton St pedestrian underpass were 2CN: 
W177 CSC7072 and W126 CSC7051 and WNA: 0043 
| CSC6617 and W137 CSC7061. After considerable 
rerailing, resleepering and reballasting had been carried 
/out during the night of Wed.30.1, and day of 
| Thurs.31.1, the standard gauge line was reopened for 
traffic at 1700 on Thurs.31.1. Y102 (V/Line) on 
| Down ballast was noted at Alumatta loop between 
| 11 45-12 45. At 17 30, 42216 on Down goods was in 
| the loop at Alumatta with loco Y102 close behind the 
, van of the goods train and the ballast train also in the 
loop, but located at the Up end awaiting Y102 to run 
/round. (DMG) 


| Frankston derailment: At about 07 00 on Fri.8.2, a 
_ Steel train travelling in the Up direction was derailed in 
the Frankston yard near the Down end of platform 2. 
All roads except No.1 platform road were effected. 

S311 and T367 were seen later in the day with five 
| steel wagons spread at angles, and the torn up rails 
| beneath them. The leading bogie of the S was on No.3 
| road; the trailing bogie angled towards No.4. The T was 
| badly jack-knifed as were the leading four steel 
_ wagons. All sparks operated from No.1 platform, while 
the Stony Point reverted to a bus. Long Island trains 
used No.1 road which was seen under repair during the 
day. Rerailing commenced on Sun.10.2. Aided by two 
road cranes, $311 was back on the rails at about 10 30. 
X37 hauled it away. It is not known how long the Stony 
Point railmotor was ‘‘off’’, but the motor was cut off 
from its fuel point. On Sun.19.2, repairs had not been 
completed to roads 3 to 5. The P class hauled trains 
operated as normal. (HG) 
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G in the dirt: What is thought to be the first derail- 
ment of a G class occurred at Stawell on Wed.2.1. 
G511 was shunting the new loop to the silo. It came to 
grief as it reversed through the points at the end of the 
loop. The rails here are definately not new — they are 
1889 track not replaced yet, due to the need to 
manufacture a special ‘K’ crossing. The loco was 
rerailed with the aid of track workers by 21 50, having 
rested in the dirt for about six hours. (PJM) 


Compressor fault stops trains: Melbourne’s suburban 
rail network ground to a halt on Tues.29.1. more than 
100 trains were prevented from reaching Flinders St. 
Buses, trams and taxis ferried thousands of passengers 
from suburban stations to the city. And it was all due to 
a faulty air compressor. 

The system broke down at about 04 45 and took five 
hours to get back to normal. Some passengers from 
outer suburbs took up to two hours to reach the city. A 
spokesman for the Metropolitan Transit Authority said 
the faulty compressor was repaired quickly. 

But there was a loss of pressure, vital to the points 
and train stops on signals. Each set of point motors in 
the rail yards at Jolimont and Flinders St had to be 
checked. (IBB) 


WHY NOT SUBSCRIBE AND 
HAVE 
NEWSRAIL 
HOME DELIVERED? 


DETAILS: 


A.R.H.S. Membership Officer 
Box 5177AA, G.P.O., Melbourne, 3001 


$311 and T367 lay spreadeagled across Frankston yard on the Long Island steel train after a rail broke under the 
train as it entered the yard, Sat.9.2.85. (Graham Withers) 


ve 4 = Vee 
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Works 


Richmond station facilities: Prior to Christmas, 
survey marks had appeared on the uncovered portion 
of platforms 7/8 at Richmond. Subsequently holes 
were made through the platform structure into the 
ground underneath. Since new year steel work has 
been erected in this area, (between existing cover), 
this provides additional cover for waiting passengers. 
Ultimately four lengths of cover will exit along this 
platform, instead of the divided two, as on other plat- 
forms. (AR) 


Portland progress: Tenders have been called for 
earthworks at Portland. Work to be done is in prepara- 
tion for the provision of locomotive servicing facilities 
in the exchange sidings area, as well as the provision of 
extra tracks for train marshalling purposes in the 
vicinity of the arrival/departure loop and the sorting 
sidings. (WDSRS) 


Echuca turntable under repair, 24.10.84. (Riverine Herald) 


Eastern line bridgework: Trains on the Gippsland line 
had delays for about three weeks from mid-January, 
due to bridgework for the overpass over the line, for 
the new Warragul by-pass, between Drouin and War- 
ragul. While girders were placed, single line working 
was occurring, with pilot working the Down line at 
some stages and the Up line at others. (CR) 


Resleepering Wangaratta yard: During early to mid 
February sleepering carried out at both ends of 
Wangaratta yard including some point timbers at the 
Down end double compound points in No.3 road. | 
Some resleepering brought about due to minor derail- | 
ment damage. (DMG) 


Shepparton works: During week ending Fri.8.2.85 the 
steel frame work for the new goods shed was erected 
and during week ending Fri.15.2.85 the shed was clad 
with what appears to be green colourbond sheeting. 
(DMG) 


Radio-based railway signalling system: V/Line has 
invited prospective contractors to register their interest 
for the supply, installation and commissioning of a 
radio-based railway signalling system, which does not 
require the use of wayside signals, track circuits, pole 
lines, or power supplies, except for fixed radio 
transmitters which are to be advertised for shortly. 
The signalling system proposed envisages the use of 
a computer based, mobile radio data transmission 
system to centrally monitor and direct the safe progres- 
sion of trains over 260 km of single line track and 
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eleven crossing loops on the Ararat to Portland/Mount 
Gambier section of the railway network. 

The system essentially requires that the location and 
identification of all trains in the controlled area be 
monitored and displayed in a central train control 
centre. The control of train movements is to be by the 
transmission and display of train orders (authorities to 
proceed) in the cabins of selected locomotives based 
on ‘section clear’ assurances generated by the central 
computer processing of train location data. (AEW) 
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| 
Ballast laid north of Bentleigh station 
‘in readiness for the third track be- 
‘tween Caulfield and Moorabbin 
7.11.84. (Ken Avery) 


Above: Second-last Tait in public service through Surrey Hills is overtaken by a Comeng set, 4.9.84. 
(Roderick Smith) 


Below: P11 hauls a Down goods through Surrey Hills, 31.8.84. (Roderick Smith). 
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David and Goliath 
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Taildisc 


Well done!: The ‘impossible’? has happened. Every 
train arriving at Flinders St on the morning of 
-Thurs.11.1.85 was on time. According to the Transport 
Minister, Mr Crabb, it was the first time this achieve- 
ment, ‘‘which is sought by transport organisations the 
world over’’, had been achieved. 
_ Mr Crabb said every train arriving during the morn- 
ing peak from 04 30 to 09 30 appeared no more than 
three minutes off schedule, which is officially regarded 
as being on time. 
Mr Crabb has written to Metrail employees 
involved, congratulating them on the achievement. 
But while Mr Crabb described the recent effort as a 
great morale boost, he warned that ‘‘one swallow does 
not make a summer’’.(IBB) 


_CLASSIFIED ADVERTISEMENTS 


For details on how to place your advertisement and charges 
see p. 99. 


WANTED TO BUY 


December 1971 ARHS Bulletin. Contact Phillip Jones, at 
94 Natimuk Rd, Horsham or phone (053) 82 1182. 


Long Island, 21.1.85. 


John Buckland) 
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RAILWAY QUIZ 


Last month’s answer: A superheated locomotive is 
one which the steam, after leaving the boiler, is passed 
through the tubes in the boiler where additional heat is 
absorbed, thus increasing the volume, evaporating any 
water that may have been carried over from the boiler, 
and raising the temperature so that condensation does 
not take place as quickly in the cylinders as would occur 
if the steam did not have the additional heat. 

A saturated locomotive does not pass the steam 
through the bolier as above so the temperature of the 
steam is not as high. 


This month’s question: What is meant by a two stroke 
and four stroke diesel-electric engine? 


STANDARD GAUGE MYSTERY 


The ‘Standard Gauge to Adelaide’ article which 
appeared in February edition of Newsrail has caused 
much interest. Many people have asked who wrote it 
and whether it was speculation or did the author have 
some inside information. 

All attempts to reveal his or her identity have so far 
proved fruitless. Perhaps the author would now like to 
come forward and solve the mystery. 


| Opposite above: G512 ready to leave Long Island on Up empty steel slab wagons to Albury. This was the first G class to work to 
Opposite below: At the other end of the loco power scale, is John Lysaght’s combined road/rail tractor, 21.1.85. (Both photos 


| Below: A85 arrives Dimboola on 20.1.85, while X54 rests on the cars it will haul to Melbourne at 06 50 next morning. (John Stone) 
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MODEL RAILROAD SUPPLIES 
5 Carrington Road, Box Hill, 3128 
Phone: (03) 890 7027 
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Railfan 
Shop 
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YOUR COMPLETE MODEL RAILWAY 
HOBBY CENTRE 
490 Dorset Road, Croydon, Vic. 3136 
Phone: (03) 723 1211 
OPENS: 10 am MON.-FRI. — 9 am SAT. 
CLOSES: 6 pm MON.-THURS. — 9 pm FRI. — 1 pm SAT. 
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| TRAIN WORLD | 
624 Hawthorn Road, East Brighton 3187. 596 6342. 
OPEN: MON.-SAT. 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. and late (9 p.m.) Fridays 
| Magazines/Books: Australian, USA, UK — Direct Importers. | 


| Model Trains from U.SA/U.K. Good range always in stock. l 
New and used models. Bankcard welcome. 
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SECONDHAND MODELS 


HOBBYCRAFT 


for Model Railways 


632 BOURKE STREET, 
I 
1 
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Telephone: 67 2480 
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1351 Burke Road, East Kew 3102 
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by Steve McNicol................. $2.95 
Bus Fleet: M.T.T. Perth CHAMPION ROAD 
by Bruce Tilley ................... $2.95 NORTH WILLIAMSTOWN 


Pictorial Review of Murray River 
Paddle Ships by Jack Wood 


Open every Saturday and Sunday and 
Public Holidays: 2 - 5 pm. 


and Ronald Parsons .............. $2.95 
The Culcairn to Holbrook Railway Also mp Wednesdays, 2-4pm 
by Bob Scrymgeour .......... eee. $2.95 during school holidays. 


Packing and Postage 55 cents 
Buy all four titles and we'll pay postage 


Some earlier titles still available 
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